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71 VI. designated a fis

nel

Fishermen hail new status,
which requires considering
catch limits’ economic impact

By JOY BLACKBURN
Da_H\i\lews Steff

The Caribbean Fishery
Management Council on Tuesday
approved a motion o designate the
U.S. Virgin Islands “fishing com-
munities” as the council develops
annual catch limits on additional
species in federal waters around the
territory.

The fishing community designa-
tion recognizes the territory’s his-
torical, social and economic fics 10

fishing — and means the council

must, during its deliberations, con-
sider the impact that the proposed
catch limits would have on the
cornmunitics.

“1t’s just something the council
is acknowledging and will take into
account as they go through the
deliberations,” sai¢ Roy Crabtree,
the Southeast Regional

Administrator for the National

Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Fisheries and a vot-
ing member of the Caribbean
Fishery Management € ouncil.

The council is meeting this weck
in Fajardo, Puerto Rico.

Crabtree made the motion to des-
igndte St. Croix, St. Thomas and St.
John — as well as four sectors in
Puerto Rico — fishing communi-
tics as the council constders an
amendment that would set catch
timits on all federally managed fish
species that arc not considered
overfished in federal Caribbean
waters.

The council already has passed
new commercial fidhing regulations
that set catch limits on certain spe-
cies that are considered overfished
in those waiers, including snappers,
groupers, parrotfish and queen
conch.

The proposed catch limits the
couneil is now developing would
address all the other species.

Dclegate to Congress Donna
Christensen and local fishermen
hailed the council’s decision to des-
ignate the Virgin Islands a “fishing
community.”

Two recent NOAA studies found
that the 1.8, Virgin Islands cxhib-
ited the qualities of a fishing com-
munity and found that 31, Croix and
$t. Thomas should be considered
for the designation, Christensen
said in a starement released by her
office.

“We followed up on those find-
ings and encouraged the Council to
discuss ihe matter,” Christensch
said. “T am pleased that the Virgin
siands received the designation
and 1 would like to thank Regional
Direcior Roy Crabteee, the Couneil

hing community

and especially the St. Thomas and
gt. Croix Fishermen’s Associations,
who worked hard to make this hap-
pen.”

Julian Magras, chairman of the
St. Thomas Fishermen’s
Association, said he was pleased
with the designation and thanked
Christensen for her help.

“It means that before the council
makes any decisions on any regula-
tions for the Virgin Islands, they're
going to have to take info congider-
ation that we’re a fishing commu-
nity — and the impact that the rules
and regulations would have on the
community,” Magras said. “The
council now has io go the exira
mile to reatly see what the impacts
are going to be for the Virgin
[slands — nat only for the fisher-
men, but the whole comi unity.”

“We've been pushing this issue
since 2003, said David Olsen, also
of the St. Thomas Fishermen’s
Association.

The designation is important
“hecause we think they were ignor-
ing impacts of the regulations ofi
the community,” Olsen said.

The fishing community designa-
tion js “a victory,” Christensen said
in an interview.

“Becanse it’s not a daesignation
that’s been used very much, it's up
to us to really work it and make if
meaningful,” she said. "It does
give our fishing comminity mare
leverage.”

Crabtree said the process for
approving the catch bimuis will not
change with the designation.

“The council will Lake the data
they have and make the best deci-
sions they can.” he said.

The counci! will be conducting
public meetings and hearings in the
territory in 2011 as it moves for-
ward with developing the catch
linits.
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