
Background on  

St. Thomas Fisheries  



1.Virgin Islands Fisheries with 
emphasis on St. Thomas/St. 
John. 

2.Fishery Management in VI 

3.Resource Status of Several 
Important Species 

 

Topics Covered  



St. Thomas Fishermenõs Association 

www.stfavi.org  

ÅFormed in 2004 in opposition to MSA closure proposals. 

ÅMembers land 83% of trap catch and 97% of lobster catch. 

ÅAttended every CFMC meeting since 2004 

ÅCRP bycatch study in 2005-6 with MRAG Americas 

ÅMARFIN bycatch study in 2006-7 

ÅCFMC/SEFSC/SeaGrant escape vent pilot study  2008 

ÅLost trap study w/NOAA in 2009-10 

ÅCRCP/CRP escape vent study 2010-11 

ÅCRP Proposal for yellowtail tagging study 

ÅBring back Nassau  

ÅFishermen involvement at all levels of management 
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Landings/NM
2 

  
Shelf Area 

(nm2) 
2006 

Landings lbs/nm 2 

Puerto Rico 1,482 1,299,281 877 

St. Thomas 509 897,162 1,763 

St. Croix 98 1,212,153 12,369 



St. Croix Finfish Landings 
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St. Thomas and St. Croix  

Average Size Comparisons  
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Handline Catch 
Common Name Species % 

Common Name 
 

Species 
 

% 

SNAPPER,YELLOWTAIL OCYURUS CHRYSURUS 71% MARGATE,BLACK ANISOTREMUS SURINAMENSIS 0% 

RUNNER,BLUE CARANX CRYSOS 16% HIND,ROCK EPINEPHELUS ADSCENSIONIS 0% 

HIND,RED EPINEPHELUS GUTTATUS 3% GRUNT,BLUE STRIPED HAEMULON SCIURUS 0% 

SCAD,BIGEYE SELAR CRUMENOPHTHALMUS 2% CHUB,BERMUDA KYPHOSUS SECTATRIX 0% 

CONEY EPINEPHELUS FULVUS 2% RUNNER,BLUE CARANX CRYSOS shark bite 0% 

SNAPPER,VERMILION RHOMBOPLITES AURORUBENS 1% SHARK,BLACKTIP CARCHARHINUS LIMBATUS 0% 

BIGEYE PRIACANTHUS ARENATUS 1% SHARK,LEMON NEGAPRION BREVIROSTRIS 0% 

GRAYSBY EPINEPHELUS CRUENTATUS 1% GRUNT,WHITE HAEMULON PLUMIERI 0% 

TRIGGERFISH,QUEEN BALISTES VETULA 0% GRUNT,BLACK HAEMULON BONARIENSE 0% 

SQUIRRELFISH,LONGSPINE HOLOCENTRUS RUFUS 0% SNAPPER,MUTTON LUTJANUS ANALIS 0% 

RUNNER,RAINBOW ELAGATIS BIPINNULATA 0% BUTTERFLYFISH,FOUREYE CHAETODIPTERUS FABER 0% 

SNAPPER,LANE LUTJANUS SYNAGRIS 0% TRIGGERFISH,OCEAN CANTHIDERMIS SUFFLAMEN 0% 

MACKEREL,KING SCOMBEROMORUS CAVALLA 0% MARGATE,BLACK ANISOTREMUS SURINAMENSIS 0% 

PORGY,PLUMA CALAMUS PENNATULA 0% 

BARRACUDA,GREAT SPHYRAENA PICUDILLA 0% 

PARROTFISH,STOPLIGHT SPARISOMA VIRIDE 0% 

TRIGGERFISH,OCEAN CANTHIDERMIS SUFFLAMEN 0% 



Most Common Bycatch Species Caught 

in by Hand Lines (14 Species)  

TAXA  NUMBER  % 

OCYURUS CHRYSURUS  672  17.8%  

EPINEPHELUS FULVUS  568  15.2%  

HOLOCENTRUS RUFUS  505  13.5%  

RHOMBOPLITES AURORUBENS  471  12.6%  

CARANX LATUS  250  6.7%  

MALACANTHUS PLUMIERI  148  4.0%  

EPINEPHELUS GUTTATUS  147  3.9%  

LUTJANUS APODUS  146  3.9%  

CARANX RUBER  89  2.4%  

CALAMUS PENNATULA  86  2.3%  

EPINEPHELUS CRUENTATUS  59  1.6%  

MELICHTHYS NIGER  56  1.5%  

SPHYRAENA BARRACUDA  54  1.4%  

CARANX LUGUBRIS  47  1.3%  





Seine Net Catch 
Common Name Species % 

RUNNER,BLUE CARANX CRYSOS 25% 

SNAPPER,YELLOWTAIL OCYURUS CHRYSURUS 23% 

HOUNDFISH TYLOSURUS CROCODILUS 22% 

JACK,BAR CARANX RUBER 20% 

TUNNY,LITTLE EUTHYNNUS ALLETTERATUS 6% 

MACKEREL,KING SCOMBEROMORUS CAVALLA 1% 

MACKEREL,CERO SCOMBEROMORUS REGALIS 1% 

SNAPPER,LANE LUTJANUS SYNAGRIS 0% 

GRAYSBY EPINEPHELUS CRUENTATUS 0% 

SHARK,LEMON NEGAPRION BREVIROSTRIS 0% 

HIND,RED EPINEPHELUS GUTTATUS 0% 

CONEY EPINEPHELUS FULVUS 0% 

GOATFISH,YELLOW MULLOIDICHTHYS MARTINICUS 0% 

LOBSTER,CARIB. SPINY PANULIRUS ARGUS 0% 

BARRACUDA,GREAT SPHYRAENA BARRACUDA 0% 

PARROTFISH,QUEEN SCARUS VETULA 0% 

PARROTFISH,STOPLIGHT SPARISOMA VIRIDE 0% 

SHARK,BLACKTIP CARCHARHINUS LIMBATUS 0% 

SHARK,CARIBBEAN REEF CARCHARHINUS PEREZI 0% 

SHARK,TIGER GALEOCERDO CUVIER 0% 

NEEDLEFISH,FLAT ABLENNES HIANS 0% 



Most Common Bycatch Species 

Caught in Seine Nets (32 Species)  

Species  NUMBER  % 

CARANX LATUS  5,073  44.9%  

CARANX RUBER  2,369  21.0%  

MEGALOPS ATLANTICUS  1,057  9.4%  

EUTHYNNUS ALLETTERATUS  617  5.5%  

OCYURUS CHRYSURUS  485  4.3%  

SCARIDAE  375  3.3%  

ACANTHURUS CHIRURGUS  276  2.4%  

CARCHARHINUS LIMBATUS  193  1.7%  

EPINEPHELUS GUTTATUS  150  1.3%  

CHELONIA MYDAS  134  1.2%  

ACANTHURUS COERULEUS  128  1.1%  

Seine fishermen considered all non-target species as bycatch even if sold.   
Also fish released from net and not boated were considered as bycatch. 





 


