
Islands both met the require-

ments for designation.   

Throughout this entire period 

NMFS Regional Director contin-

uously stalled the effort, con-

vinced that nothing good (from 

NMFS’ view) could come from 

it. 

 

Finally, following an STFA letter 

to US Dept. of Commerce Sec-

retary, Gary Locke (http://

www.stfavi.org/files/

STFAACLComment12-5.pdf) 

Crabtree himself put the matter 

on the floor at the 136th CFMC 

meeting in December where it 

was unanimously approved. 

It is still unclear what the desig-

nation will mean in terms of 

limiting top-down management 

in the future, but at least it’s a 

step in a positive direction. 

Since 2004, the STFA has 

been arguing that the 

CFMC was obligated to 

consider the impacts upon 

the Virgin Islands communi-

ty when proposing fishery 

regulations.  Delegate Don-

na carried this fight to the 

Congress  (http://

www.stfavi.org/files/

FinalDesignationLetter.pdf) 

where she steadfastly 

fought for (the somewhat 

limited) protections that 

such designation would 

provide under National 

Standard 8 of the Magnusan 

Act.  

 

NMFS own studies of both 

St. Thomas and St. Croix 

(http://www.stfavi.org/files/

CananIslandbeaFishingCom-

munity-Sept2009.pdf) es-

tablished that the Virgin 

VI Designated Fishing Communities 
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CFMC Sets 2010 ACLs 

By using average landings as 

the basis for setting the quo-

tas, the council set Puerto 

Rican landings above current 

levels.   

Overfishing is well docu-

mented in numerous studies. 

The United States Coral 

Reef Task Force (2005) re-

ported that “Reef fisheries in 

Puerto Rico’s coastal waters 

have plummeted during the 

last two decades. It is im-

portant to take action in order 

to revive and attempt to sus-

tain a healthy fishery for the 

The CFMC has finally passed its 

first round of allowable catch 

limits (for Parrotfish, Snappers 

and Groupers) and shown once 

again that it is spineless when it 

comes to Puerto Rico but has 

no problem in attacking Virgin 

Islands fishermen.    

Total impact of the limits would 

exceed one million dollars in the 

Virgin Islands and zero dollars in 

Puerto Rico.   

Remember, this is just the begin-

ning.  Everything else is sup-

posed to be limited by the end 

of 2011. 

future. Effective fisheries man-

agement directed towards re-

storing coral reef health and the 

fisheries supported by these 

reefs is the aim of this focus 

area.”  

This is apparently the position of 

the Puerto Rican Government 

as the then CFMC representa-

tive Aida Rosario Puerto Rico is 

the contact person for this re-

port. 

In addition to the discriminatory 

nature of these actions it clearly 

establishes the hypocrisy of the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Alicia Barnes  

to Head DPNR 

Alicia Barnes has been appoint-

ed and confirmed to head 

DPNR and there may finally be 

reason for optimism for the 

Territory’s beleaguered fisher-

men. 

Ms. Barnes, the daughter of a St. 

Croix fisherman, made an imme-

diate impact when she attended 

last month’s CFMC meeting and 

saw for herself  how NMFS Re-

(Continued on page 5) 

Photo from Daily News 

http://www.stfavi.org/files/STFAACLComment12-5.pdf
http://www.stfavi.org/files/STFAACLComment12-5.pdf
http://www.stfavi.org/files/STFAACLComment12-5.pdf
http://www.stfavi.org/files/FinalDesignationLetter.pdf
http://www.stfavi.org/files/FinalDesignationLetter.pdf
http://www.stfavi.org/files/FinalDesignationLetter.pdf
http://www.stfavi.org/files/CananIslandbeaFishingCommunity-Sept2009.pdf
http://www.stfavi.org/files/CananIslandbeaFishingCommunity-Sept2009.pdf
http://www.stfavi.org/files/CananIslandbeaFishingCommunity-Sept2009.pdf
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Aramark, Admiralty Dive Shop, Bellow's International, Betsy's Bar, Bolongo Bay Beach Resort, Bryan's Electrical Corp., 

Budget Marine, Caribbean Gifts and Things, Caribbean Packaging, Caribbean Petroleum, Caribbean Screen Printing, Central 

Air Inc., Coca Cola, Cost-U-Less, Cranston/Dottin Laboratories, Cruzan Rum Distillers, Cuzzin's Bar and Restaurant, CYOA 

Yacht Charters, Committee for the Betterment of Carenage, Dr. Biscoe/Pearle Vision, Dr. Martin Dukes, Dr. Sonia Taylor-

Griffith, Erica's Total Beauty, Floor Factory, Forecast Consulting, Forever Flowers, Frenchman's Reef, Frenchtown Civic Or-

STFA HAS ENJOYED STRONG SUPPORT FROM 

The Pew Environmental Group is 

a powerful lobbying effort which 

has achieved success through 

threatening and carrying out law 

suits against government agencies 

with whom they disagree.  They 

are in the process of hiring a lob-

byist in the Virgin Islands to try 

and develop support for their 

“End Overfishing in the Carib-

bean” effort. 

This effort has ignored  well 

documented overfishing in 

Puerto Rico where the Carib-

bean Council set allowable 

catch limits above current 

fishing levels (allowing expan-

sion instead of reduction) and 

is concentrating instead on the 

Virgin Islands where they feel 

their bullying tactics will be 

more successful. 

The job description (which UVI 

refused to post-yeaaah for 

UVI!!!) specifically states  that 

one of their goals is to combat 

efforts by the St. Croix and St. 

Thomas Commercial Fisher-

men’s Associations who advo-

cate sustainable management 

of Virgin Islands fisheries based 

upon the best available infor-
(Continued on page 6) 

Pew Foundation Hires Lobbyist to Fight VI Fishermen 

Species  STT/STJ STX PR 

Group 2006 Landings 

Parrotfish 44,237 413,097 31,922 

Snappers 174,739 132,360 113,966 

Groupers 60,351 37,465 4,976 

 ACL Value 

Parrotfish 40,937 240,000 56,069 

Snappers 135,900 112,505 130,797 

Groupers 51,760 31,845 9,029 

 Required Decrease 

Parrotfish 3,300 173,097 - 

Snappers 38,839 19,855 - 

Groupers 8,591 5,620 - 

 STT/STJ STX PR 

$/lb. $ 6.00 $5.00 $4.00 

Total Cost $304,380 $992,860 ZERO $ 

Economic Impacts of CFMC Catch Limits 

P-eew foundation’s “Campaign to end overfishing in the 

Caribbean since they see no problem with this action in 

Puerto Rico and are only concentrating their bullying in the 

Virgin Islands. 

(ACls Continued from page 1) 

Attaboy Miguel !!! 
Trying to find a solution at the CFMC 

Into the middle of the data wars 

(see page 3) stepped CFMC Ex-

ecutive Director Miguel Rolon 

and the Fisheries Forum (http://

www.fisheriesforum.org) who 

certainly are optimists.  The Fish-

eries Forum is a joint undertaking 

between Duke and Stanford Uni-

versities and its goal is to help 

council members enhance their 

understanding of the scientific 

and policy tools integral to fisher-

ies management.  

Miguel somehow fast-talked them 

into the middle of our little war 

with NMFS to examine ways in 

which “data poor” fisheries such 

as those in the Caribbean can be 

managed.  

  

It turns out that Australia is lead-

ing the way in these approaches.   

What really came out of the 

workshop is the contrast be-

tween the US Top-down ap-

proach and the Australian ap-

proach which seeks to build man-

agement consensus through in-

volvement rather than exclusion 

(http://fisheriesforum.org/

caribbean-workshop-exploring-

tools-improving-management-data-

poor-stocks). 

One of the methods, an ecological risk 

assessment, focuses the knowledge of 

all of the involved parties, scientists, 

fishermen, environmentalists, govern-

ment through a series of assessments 

in order to arrive at an opinion regard-

ing how much risk any particular re-

source is exposed to.  The result is 

used to establish management actions. 

One problem in all of this is the cur-

rent US fishery law, the Magnusan Act 

which only proposes actions based 

upon landings quotas.  A major issue in 

using the Australian approach would be 

to reconcile these differences. 

Despite these problems, all of the par-

ticipants came away with the impres-

sion that there are solutions that could 

lead to sustainable management of our 

resources. 

For his efforts, we have to give a very 

rare STFA “Attaboy” to Miguel for 

even moving in this direction.  We 

support any approach which recogniz-

es that the expertise employed by fish-

ermen is equally valid as that claimed 

by the scientists. 

http://www.fisheriesforum.org
http://www.fisheriesforum.org
http://fisheriesforum.org/caribbean-workshop-exploring-tools-improving-management-data-poor-stocks
http://fisheriesforum.org/caribbean-workshop-exploring-tools-improving-management-data-poor-stocks
http://fisheriesforum.org/caribbean-workshop-exploring-tools-improving-management-data-poor-stocks
http://fisheriesforum.org/caribbean-workshop-exploring-tools-improving-management-data-poor-stocks
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ganization, Frenchtown Community Organization, Frenchtown Deli, HOVENSA, Island Marine Outfitters,  JB Machine Shop, K-

Mart Lockhart Gardens, Merchant's Market, Offshore Marine/Yamaha, North side Sport fishing Club, Premier Wines and Spirits, 

PriceSmart, Radio One, Rick Berry Landscaping, Roses Too, Roy's Construction, Seaborne Airlines, Sonia Griffith, St. Thomas Radiology 

Assoc. LLC, Stone's Cold Air Conditioning and Refrigeration, VIP Awards and Engraving, West Indies Design, West Indies Corporation, 
(Continued on page 4) 

Old Wife’s Tales:  

News and Rumor from Around the Bay 

 STFA will once again 

man the concessions 

for the Annual French-

town Father’s Day 

event. 

 Annette Olsen is 

going to 

graduate from 

UVI with an AA in early 

childhood education. 

 Easter week camping went 

off without a hitch. Beautiful 

weather was enjoyed by all 

for the entire week. 

 Julian’s daughter Andrea is 

graduating 8th grade in 

Ontario, California. 

 Ciguatera Project 

need case histories.  If 

poisoned call Margaret 

Abbott at the hospital 

626 1698 . 

 Lia Ortiz cultural heritage 

project needs volunteers 

to preserve the history 

and culture of our fisher-

ies. 

OUR LOYAL SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS-THANKYOU!!!!!!! 

NMFS suffers from “mainland 

syndrome” in that they simply 

cannot begin to understand the 

culture of these islands and the 

way things are done here.  In the 

States, nearly all of the commer-

cially caught fish is sold to buyers 

who pay different prices for each 

species.  As a result, there is a 

trip ticket for each trip, for each 

species.  Additionally, the normal 

trip almost always includes less 

than 10 species as opposed to 

the average of 17 per trap trip 

here in St. Thomas. The data are 

highly accurate because neither 

the buyer or seller wants to get 

cheated.  Thus NMFS can get 

highly accurate data in the States. 

In the VI, fishermen dump 

their highly diverse catch in 

the back of a pick-up and sell 

directly to the customers.  

There is no record of these 

sales and NMFS must rely on 

fishermen to report their 

landings among the 51 species 

caught by (trap) fishermen 

here.  They don’t like what 

they get and simply ignored 

34 years of VI data while they 

were making up justifications 

for quotas. 

The current NMFS proposal 

would have Virgin Islands 

(Continued on page 6) 

 

Saturday Market in Smith Bay 

UVI puts in Oceanographic Buoy 

UVI Oceanography professor 

Nasseer Idrisi announced that UVI 

has become involved in a Regional 

oceanographic project.  As part of 

the project, he has put in an 

oceanographic buoy located east 

of French Cap cay at 18° 14.93'N 

and 64° 45.74'W.  The buoy will 
provide continuous data on 

ocean conditions.  You can see 

the data for yourself at (http://

gyre.umeoce.maine.edu/

caricoos/).   

Nasseer is a welcome addition to 

the scene for local fishermen 

who have long had questions 

about why current conditions 

reverse (the “East Tide”), 

strengthen  and change.  He has 

suggested that the “East Tide” 

that causes so many problems  

for line and trap fishermen may well 

be a result of a hurricane-like gyre 

that shifts throughout the Caribbe-

an.  There may be times when the 

St. Thomas shelf is on the back side 

of the gyre leading to a condition 

that is like that when different quad-

rants of a hurricane move through 

the area. Nasseer can be reached at 

CMES at UVI (340-693-1388 ).  

STFA Supplies Fish for Ciguatera Project 

One topic that interests St. 

Thomas fishermen and consum-

ers, more than any other is Cig-

uatera fish poisoning.  Listen to 

the Brownie show or when pro-

ject staff go on Sam Topp and the 

phones just light up with people 

wanting to know about the risks 

and treatments. 

For much of the past year STFA 

has been working with scientists 

from the Emerging Pathogens 

Institute at the University of Flor-

ida,  Woods Hole Oceanographic 

Institution, University of the Vir-

gin Islands, University of Maryland 

School of Medicine, Center for 

Ocean-Atmospheric Prediction 

Studies, Florida State and the Gulf 

Coast Seafood Laboratory, U.S. 
(Continued on page 4) 

http://gyre.umeoce.maine.edu/caricoos/
http://gyre.umeoce.maine.edu/caricoos/
http://gyre.umeoce.maine.edu/caricoos/
http://www.caribcatch.org/?q=fish_poisoning
http://www.epi.ufl.edu
http://www.epi.ufl.edu
http://www.epi.ufl.edu
http://www.whoi.edu
http://www.whoi.edu
http://www.uvi.edu
http://www.uvi.edu
http://www.medschool.umaryland.edu
http://www.medschool.umaryland.edu
http://www.coaps.fsu.edu
http://www.coaps.fsu.edu
http://www.coaps.fsu.edu
http://www.fda.gov
http://www.fda.gov
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Fishing years, seasonal closures, and fishery status for 
federally managed Caribbean species  

The STFA Trap vent project is into its second 

phase of testing and going well.  First phase 

diving studies showed that fish are continually 

entering and leaving the traps and that pretty 

much all of the (fin clipped) fish that were used 

to stock the traps were gone by seven days.  In 

conjunction with Gabby Folger’s study in the 

lost trap effort, this pretty much destroys the 

myth that lost traps continue to “Ghost Fish” 

and constitute a hazard to the resource when 

lost. 

The current field testing phase has fishermen 

hauling strings of 10 traps with a combination of 

experimental vents and control traps with no 

vents in them.  So far Julian Magras, Tony 

Blanchard, Ernest Quetel, Winston Ledee have 

participated in the Pilot Study and Daryl Bryan, 

Robert Berry, Thierry Ledee, Tony Blanchard, 

Michael Berry and Gregory Ledee doing the 

current study.  A final phase will take place 

once the current vents are tested  in order to 

finalize the final choice. 

So far, (including the 2008) pilot study we have 

tested 1 by 4, 1 by 6, 2 by 4, 1 by 18, 1.5 by 6, 1 

3/8 by 6, 1 3/8 by 10, 1.5 by 6 and 1.75 by 6 

vent shapes.  The results appear to indicate that 

vents between one inch and 13/8 inch  will 

maintain catch while reducing the catch of small 

thin bodied fish like the blue tangs, doctorfish 

and undersize angelfish and olewife that are 

targeted for release.  Many of these include the 

algae eaters that the greenies use as the basis 

for their arguments to shut down local fishing.  

A summary figure for the current tests is shown 

on page 7. 

WICO and any sponsor which we may have inadvertently omitted.  Also a special thanks to all who volunteered during our fund raising 

events including  Eddie Bryan, Lisa Berry, Linda Evans, Nulcia Magras, Annette Olsen, Jessica and Darryl Bryan, Candie Brewer, Margarita, 

Julien, Greg, Warren and Teresa, Ricky Laplace, Rosie Brin, Sean, DeeDee and all those for some reason we may have forgotten to 

acknowledge.    

(STFA Supporters-Continued from page 3) 

Species or species 
group 

Commercial/Recreational 

Fishing Year 
Seasonal  
Closure 

Current Status 
(as of 4/15  2011) 

Red Grouper Jan 1-Dec 31 Feb 1 – Apr 30 Closed 

Black Grouper Jan 1-Dec 31 Feb 1 – Apr 30 Closed 

Tiger Grouper Jan 1-Dec 31 Feb 1 – Apr 30 Closed 

Yellowfin Grouper Jan 1-Dec 31 Feb 1 – Apr 30 Closed 

Yellowedge Grouper Jan 1-Dec 31 Feb 1 – Apr 30 Closed 

Mutton Snapper Jan 1-Dec 31 Apr 1 – Jun 30 Closed 

Lane Snapper Jan 1-Dec 31 Apr 1 – Jun 30 Closed 

Black Snapper Jan 1-Dec 31 Oct 1 – Dec 31 Open 

Blackfin Snapper Jan 1-Dec 31 Oct 1 – Dec 31 Open 

Vermilion Snapper Jan 1-Dec 31 Oct 1 – Dec 31 Open 

Silk Snapper Jan 1-Dec 31 Oct 1 – Dec 31 Open 

Red Hind Jan 1-Dec 31 Dec 1 – Feb 28 Open 

Queen Conch* Jan 1-Dec 31 Jul 1 – Sep 30 Open 

Francis (Chickenchest) Bryan, Warren Querrard, and the late (and very much missed) Teddy 
Bryan on the way to shore in Hull Bay from a successful day of net fishing. 

Trap Vent Project Going Well 

Rub a dub dub tree Frenchies in a tub.  

FDA in a major project to understand the ori-

gins of the poison, the chemical paths through 

the food change, medical impacts and possible 

changes in frequency resulting from climate 

change.  The project web site (http://

www.caribcatch.org/) provides detail about all 

aspects of this project. 

(Ciguatera- Continued from page 3) 

http://www.fda.gov
http://www.caribcatch.org/
http://www.caribcatch.org/
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Up until STFA member Robert Berry hauled 

that trap south of St. John, the largest blue 

tang on record was 1101 grams (about 2.4 

lbs).  Robert had two that were bigger than 

that at over 2.5 lbs  but then there was the 

“mother of all blue tangs” at over 5 lbs. (2270 

gms) more than twice the prior record. 

Owning the world blue tang record is not 

exactly a money maker (as Stuart Loveland 

put it, “that  and a can of beer will get you a 

can of beer!”) but it is significant.   

The fish is now registered at the Food and 

Agriculture Organization’s FISHBASE data 

base (http://filaman.uni-kiel.de/photos/

PicturesSummary.php?

StartRow=5&ID=944&what=species&TotRec=8 ) 

where it officially establishes an important 

fishery management point. 

That point is that large fish like this, while 

common in St. Thomas, do not occur when 

overfishing is going on.  In those cases large 

fish are absent and the catch tends to be 

dominated by smaller fish which may not 

have reached the reproductive size.   

Additionally, many of the techniques for as-

sessing stock status that are employed by 

NMFS use measures of growth and mortality 

to calculate their nasty proposals.  When 

they are off by 50% on the estimate of how 

big a fish grows they can come up with bad 

ideas for how fisheries should be managed. 

Here in St. Thomas, large fish are common 

place and it is not unusual to see fish that are 

larger than the maximum listed for that spe-

cies.  Some examples can be seen on the 

STFA web page (http://www.stfavi.org/

Photos.html and http://www.stfavi.org/

Photos2.html) 

gional Director Roy Crabtree manipulates 

the process to get what he wants. 

Barnes had been working with local fisher-

men to come up with a solution for the 

problem of parrotfish on St. Croix.  Basical-

ly summarized, the greenies want fishermen 

to quit fishing for parrotfish on St. Croix. 

When he didn’t get what he wanted in 

terms of an ACL, Roy set the protected 

species group to work up a threat to bypass 

the Council.   

Barnes immediately saw through the ma-

neuver and ended up getting the quota set 

at exactly what the net fishermen had 

agreed to before the greenies shut them 

down and ended what would have been a 

closely managed fishery designed by fisher-

men to attain a sustainable level of harvest. 

(DPNR Continued from page 1) For her efforts, she heard from the P-

ew group and the St. Croix Environ-

mental Association at the meeting.   

When will they learn that the need to 

work with the fishermen not just try to 

dictate their unbased Continental 

views? 

Barnes holds a masters degree in public 

administration from the University of 

the Virgin Islands and a bachelor of 

science degree in marine science and 

environmental studies from Hampton 

University.  

She brings an intelligence and experi-

ence to the job that cannot help but 

move a nearly dead agency into produc-

tivity. 

We look forward to working with her. 

STT Trap Reduction Committee Agrees to 20% Reduction 

The St. Thomas Trap Reduction Committee 

has come to an agreement to reduce the 

number of fish traps by 20% over a three year 

period.  The effort, began as an STFA initiative 

to increase economic efficiency and sustaina-

bility in the St. Thomas trap fisheries for fin-

fish and lobster.  In the past year the CFMC 

and NMFS Regional Office have involved 

themselves in the effort which now appears to 

be finalizing a plan to deal with Initial Allo-

cation of traps, Transferability, Monitoring/

Enforcement and Appeals/General Over-

sight of the program.  The main problem to 

date is development of a baseline trap 

numbers. 

STFA member Tony Blanchard serves as 

the Committee Chairman with Daryl Bryan 

(Vice Chairman), Julian Magras( Secre-

tary), and Ricky LaPlace, Thierry Ledee, 

Winston Ledee, Warren Querrard, 

Michael Berry, Claude Berry, Neville 

Samuel making up the remaining voting 

members.  The Non-Voting Members: 

are Danny Berry, Robert Berry, Austin 

Callwood, Ruth Gomez , Catherine 

Bryan, Jed Brown and Tony Iarocci 

http://filaman.uni-kiel.de/photos/PicturesSummary.php?StartRow=5&ID=944&what=species&TotRec=8
http://filaman.uni-kiel.de/photos/PicturesSummary.php?StartRow=5&ID=944&what=species&TotRec=8
http://filaman.uni-kiel.de/photos/PicturesSummary.php?StartRow=5&ID=944&what=species&TotRec=8
http://www.stfavi.org/Photos.html
http://www.stfavi.org/Photos.html
http://www.stfavi.org/Photos2.html
http://www.stfavi.org/Photos2.html


mation.   

They intend to target “U.S. Representa-

tive Christensen, VI Senators on Com-

mittee on Planning and Environmental 

Protection,  Relevant staff at Virgin Is-

lands Department of Planning and Natu-

ral Resources (DPNR) and  Caribbean 

Fishery Management Council Members.” 

If any of you are approached by the Pew 

lobbyist, we urge you to thwart this ef-

fort and tell them that the Virgin Islands 

does not require outsiders in managing 

our resources and that you trust and 

respect the efforts by local fishermen to 

attain sustainably managed fisheries. 

We think it shows that they are losing 

the fight and slinking back into the sneaky 

back room methods that are their trade-

mark. 

(Pew-Continued from page 2) 
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STFA/NOAA/UVI “Lost Trap” Project a success! 

STFA’s collaboration with NOAA’s Bioge-

ography group and UVI has generated sig-

nificant results which establish the degree 

of trap losses and what happens to the 

traps once lost.   

STFA members provided detailed infor-

mation about where they fish and how 

many traps they use as well as providing 

GPS coordinates for trap losses (see map 

above where the number of fish and lobster 

traps for each 1 km square is shown).  The 

results indicate that around  10% of both 

fish traps and lobster traps are lost every 

year (although this also includes traps that 

are stolen). 

Another part of the study was carried out 

by UVI graduate student, Gabby Folger.  In 

her study she studied traps that were delib-

erately “lost”, diving on them three times 

weekly and collecting 24 hour video records.  

Her results indicated that there was around a 

5% mortality in these lost traps and that the 

mean residence time for fish entering the 

traps was around 8 days.  Additionally she 

observed numerous small fish of commercial 

species using the “lost” traps for shelter as 

small artificial reefs.  Clearly these traps are 

not “ghost fishing” as the greeny extremists 

allege. 

The final part of the study was carried out by 

the NOAA group.  Their primary task in the 

region is the detailed mapping of the marine 

environment where, in addition to mapping 

the seafloor, they record lost traps that they 

encounter.   

They undertook a high tech lost trap survey 

using an autonomous underwater vehicle 

which could search the seafloor for lost 

traps.  Together with STFA areas were seed-

ed with fish and lobster traps over selected 

habitat types.  The AUV was 

nearly perfect in locating 

traps over turtle grass and 

sand and slightly 

less so over 

reefs. 

fishermen separating their catch by spe-

cies after a long day at sea.  Several fish-

ermen gave it a try and it took two to 

three hours to complete.  In fact, it’s a 

very close version to the current pro-

gram which they have already rejected.   

We note that they are not asking Puerto 

Rican fishermen to do this, they are only 

(Data Continued from page 3) 
being asked to report 15 reef fish species. 

We can’t even print in our own newsletter 

what our fishermen think of this pro-

posal !!!  When is NMFS ever going to 

learn that they need to deal with the fisher-

men who fill our the data and not exclude 

their primary users from designing the pro-

gram? 

STFA Yellowtail Study Funded 

STFA just received notice that their tag-

recapture study of yellowtail snapper 

growth, movement and mortality has 

been funded by NMFS’ Cooperative Re-

search Program.  The study was funded at 

$132,850 and should begin in September. 

STFA fishermen will catch 4000 fish which 

will them have small electronic tags in-

jected into them.  Port samplers will scan 

landed catches  to see if tagged fish have 

been recovered.  Fishermen will be paid  

for catching the fish and persons recover-

ing  fish will be paid $20/fish (in addition 

to keeping the fish).  Dr. Adriaan Jordan 

will be working with the STFA and bring-

ing his considerable expertise in using this 

advanced technology in our study. 
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Lionfish are Here in Big Numbers 
Why does my cell keep ringing? 

Three years ago the appearance 

of a lionfish (Pterois volitans) 

was a rare event in St. Thom-

as.  Now, in 201, St. Thomas 

fishermen are reporting up to 

nine in a single trap with catch-

es on both sides of the island 

and out to 300 ft.   

Ricky LaPlace opens up all of 

the ones he catches and re-

ports that they always seem to 

have eggs and frequently have 

small pink parrotfish in their 

stomachs.  Michael Berry (who 

must be the fastest texter in 

the world) texts GPS coordi-

nates for all of his to STFA 

Chief Scientist David Olsen.  

Some days the phone just 

doesn’t quit ringing. 

Lionfish introduction is believed 

to be a result of hurricanes and 

tank releases during the early 

DFW Fish Attractant Device Locations 

(As of 10/1/10) 

1990’s. They have been spotted 

along the eastern seaboard span-

ning as far north as Rhode Island 

to as far south as Columbia (http://

www.oar.noaa.gov/spotlite/

archive/2009/articles/

lionfish_invasion.html). 

Divers seem to think they can be 

controlled by spearfishing and NO-

AA was advocating control 

through eating them (http://

www.ccfhr.noaa.gov/docs/

EatLionfishPullCard.pdf).   

Funny thing though, the Ciguatera 

program tested them and found 

that they were poison, like barra-

cudas from the south.  So much 

for lionfish cuisine, now we have 

NOAA telling people to eat fish 

that have tested positive for fish 

poisoning. 

STFA advocates for careful scien-

tific study so we can begin to un-

derstand their impact upon the 

local fishery and environment. 
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Initial Test Results
from STFA Escape Vent Study

Other Bycatch

Too Small Boxfish

Too Small Not
Boxfish

Catch

FAD LOCATION DEPTH 
(FT) DIRECTION FROM LAND FAD TYPE 

E 18° 11.051 'N 

64° 55.871'W 1465 
St. Thomas 

9 nm south of 
Charlotte Amalie Harbor 

Submerged 
Double Buoy 

B 17° 51.722'N 
64° 30.873'W 3400 St. Croix 

7 nm NE of East Point Surface 

S 17° 49.093'N 
65° 01.315'W 1980 St. Croix 

8.5 nm NW of Butler Bay Surface 

C 17° 58.875'N 
64° 30.260'W 5400 St. Croix 

17 nm NE of C'sted Harbor Surface 

U 17° 44.04'N 
64° 54.55'W 2000 

St. Croix 
2 nm west of Sprat Hole 

(US Navy underwater buoy) 
Submerged 

L 18° 09.260'N 
64° 50.167'W 2501 

St. Thomas  

12 nm SE of Charlotte Amalie 
  

Surface 

T11 18° 33.216'N 
65° 13.384'W 240 St. Thomas  

14 nm NW of Savanna Island Surface 

T17 18° 33.41O'N 
65° 08.869'W 250 St. Thomas  

12 nm NW of Cockroach Island Submerged 

T1 18° 31.297'N 
64° 56.1 83'W 170 St. Thomas 

9.3 nm N of Magens Pt. Submerged 

TI0 18° 26.476'N 
65° 02.162'W 175 St. Thomas 

2.1 nm NE of Cricket Submerged 

T16 18° 28.984'N 
64° 59.742'W 180 St. Thomas 

5.6 nm NW of Outer Brass Pt. Submerged 

T20 18° 28.002'N 
65° 08.852'W 138 St. Thomas 

7.1 nm NW of Cockroach Cay Submerged 

TS 18° 3S.00TN 
65° 03.136'W 700 St. Thomas 

II.S nm N of Cricket Surface 

T2 18° 36.070'N 
65° 00.039'W 200 St. Thomas 

13.1 nm NW of Outer Brass Submerged 

T9 18° 34.S3S'N 
65° 07.6S6'W 900 St Thomas 

12.3 nm NW of Cockroach Cay Surface 

T12 18° 09.S76'N 
65° 08.S31 'W 970 St. Thomas 

9 nm SW of Sail Rock Submerged 

T13 18° 10.233'N . 
65° 04.S11'W 1377 St. Thomas 

S.2 nm SE of Sail Rock Submerged 

X4 17°° 49.S72'N 
64° 29.617'W 1200 SI. Croix 

6.2 nm NE of East Point Submerged 

X5 17° 49.S07'N 
64° 25.508'W 1140 St. Croix 

9 nm ENE of East Point Submerged 

X8 17° 45.535’N 
64° 29.730'W 1330 St. Croix 

4.4 nm East of East Point Submerged 

“ Most of the World is covered by Water.  A fisherman’s job is 

simple.  Pick out the best parts.”   Charles Waterman 

The study should start in Sep-

tember of this year and continue 

for 18 months. 

STFA Chairman Julian Magras 

(Yellowtail Continued from page 6) said “we’ve been working on 

getting this going ever since the 

CFMC threatened to close the 

fishery in 2005, despite the fact 

that there is no evidence of any 

problems in the fishery!” 

http://www.oar.noaa.gov/spotlite/archive/2009/articles/lionfish_invasion.html
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St. Thomas Fishermen’s Association 
P.O. Box  308116  

St. Thomas , USVI, 00803 

STFA Membership Dues 
 

Attention all members and interest-

ed parties: The STFA needs funds to 

remain an active lobbying power and 

protect local fishermen   

Membership Dues  

$50 

In order for your membership status 

to remain current please make your 

contributions.  


