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Thoughts on SEDARThoughts on SEDAR
3 SEDAR Meetings3 SEDAR Meetings
–– Yellowtail, LobsterYellowtail, Lobster
–– Conch, Yellowfin GrouperConch, Yellowfin Grouper
–– ACL DataACL Data

Fishermen Donated Time (7 meetings x 4 days x Fishermen Donated Time (7 meetings x 4 days x 
9 Fishermen (3 9 Fishermen (3 StXStX, 3 , 3 StTStT, 3 PR)=252 Man Days.  , 3 PR)=252 Man Days.  
–– Despite this commitment, fisherman input is only given Despite this commitment, fisherman input is only given 

token attention.token attention.

Cost  for 7 meetings x ~$100K= ~$700,000Cost  for 7 meetings x ~$100K= ~$700,000
Council Advice for Management = 0Council Advice for Management = 0



National Standard Says  “Conservation and 
management measures shall be based 
upon the best scientific information 
available.” 98-623(2)
The data that are here are the best 
available.  That has been clearly (and 
repeatedly) established.  There is no 
manipulation of the data which is going to 
change that.
There is no national standard that requires 
a specific analytical method.  If SEDAR 
can’t meet the requirement CFMC is using 
the wrong analysts.



DATA SEDARDATA SEDAR
None of the Data are sufficient for stock None of the Data are sufficient for stock 
assessment as practiced by the SEFSC.assessment as practiced by the SEFSC.
Fishermen ask Fishermen ask ““Why have I been filling out Why have I been filling out 
these forms for the last 40 years?these forms for the last 40 years?””
SEFSC is not supplying direction.SEFSC is not supplying direction.
Lack of understanding of CFMC fisheries, Lack of understanding of CFMC fisheries, 
cultures and economies by NMFS.cultures and economies by NMFS.
–– E.g.  Turner proposal for conch effort data.E.g.  Turner proposal for conch effort data.
–– Insistence on stockInsistence on stock--specific catch reporting.specific catch reporting.
–– Expectation that all fisheries will fit models.Expectation that all fisheries will fit models.



























SEFSC Stock Assessments SEFSC Stock Assessments 
Have FailedHave Failed--Therefore:Therefore:

1. Catch history only
2. Index (biomass history) only
3. Stage data only (length or age)
4. Anecdotal data (informed 

judgement)

Using existing data and fisherman 
input



NMFS needs to NMFS needs to ““Man Up!Man Up!””
SEFSC has said SEFSC has said ““NoNo”” to current ACLG method but to current ACLG method but 
hasnhasn’’t recommended a replacement.t recommended a replacement.
STFA is of the opinion that Fishermen Participation STFA is of the opinion that Fishermen Participation 
thus far is simple tokenism and that their input is thus far is simple tokenism and that their input is 
being ignored.being ignored.
Some (slight) progress was being made through the Some (slight) progress was being made through the 
St. Pete group.St. Pete group.
SEFSC has set back the progress by nearly 3 SEFSC has set back the progress by nearly 3 
months.months.
STFA will continue to oppose any unilateral ACL STFA will continue to oppose any unilateral ACL 
efforts and not be cornered by NMFSefforts and not be cornered by NMFS--created delays created delays 
and illegal manipulation of CFMC membership.and illegal manipulation of CFMC membership.






