Thoughts on SEDAR:
The Fishermen’s View




Thoughits on SEDAR

3 SEDAR Meetings

— Yellowtail, Lobster

— Conch, Yellowfin Grouper
— ACL Data

Fishermen Donated Time (7 meetings X 4 days X
O Fishermen (3 StX, 3 StT, 3 PR)=252 Man Days.

— Despite this commitment, fisherman input is only given
token attention.

Cost for 7 meetings x ~$100K= —$700,000
Council Advice for Management = 0O




m National Standard Says “Conservation and
management measures shall be based
upon the best scientific information
available.” 98-623(2)

m The data that are here are the best
avallable. That has been clearly (and
repeatedly) established. There is no

manipulation of the data which is going to
change that.

There I1s no national standard that requires
a specific analytical method. If SEDAR
can’t meet the requirement CFMC Is using
the wrong analysts.




DATA SEDAR

m None of the Data are sufficient for stock
assessment as practiced by the SEFSC.

m Fishermen ask “Why have | been filling out
these forms for the last 40 years?”

m SEFSC Is not supplying direction.

m Lack of understanding of CFMC fisheries,
cultures and economies by NMFS.
— E.g. Turner proposal for conch effort data.
— Insistence on stock-specific catch reporting.
— Expectation that all fisheries will fit models.
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SEFSC Stock Assessments
Have Fairled-Therefore:

. Catch history only
Index (biomass history) only
. Stage data only (length or age)

. Anecdotal data (informed
judgement)

Using existing data and fisherman
Input




NMFS needs to “Man Up!”

SEFSC has said “No” to current ACLG method but
hasn’'t recommended a replacement.

STFA is of the opinion that Fishermen Participation
thus far is simple tokenism and that their input Is
being ighored.

Some (slight) progress was being made through the

St. Pete group.

SEFSC has set back the progress by nearly 3
months.

STFA will continue to oppose any unilateral ACL
efforts and not be cornered by NMFS-created delays
and illegal manipulation of CFMC membership.




'COUNCIL UPDATES

News from the reglonal
management counals

' rCanbbean , L ;
Members of the St. Thomas (U. SVI) Flshermens‘

Assomanon) have written Jim Balsiger, the acting di-
“rector.of NMES, expressing their dissatisfaction ‘with
the way in which the' Caribbean Flshery Management,
’Councﬂ is setting annual catch limits. =~ S

[ Among their stated concerns:: :

Sae Management measures 1mposed‘ vd' 1

I

Virgin Islands association
resists NMFS' fakeover

et in this Tege
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For updated news, visit www.nationalfisherman.com



DONNA M. CHREESTENSEN Puiase Mesionn T

D saanin. Vemuam B antn

COMIMITTEE ON RESOUACES

s e e CONGTESS 0f the Wnited States
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Mesnin, CoMGRES!
TravrL aMn Toumsy

August 19, 2008

Dr. James Balsiger

Acting Adnumistrator for Fisheries

MNational Oceanic and Atmosphenic Admimistration
1315 East West Highway

Building 3, Room 14636

Silver Springs, MD 20910

[ am writing express some concerns about NOAA Fishenes actions to implement the
Magmusan-Stevens reauthornzation within the Canbbean Region.

I recently attended the 128th meeting of the Canibbean Fishery Management Council in St.
Croix, USVL Iregularly attend Council meetings but, in this case, I felt it particularly
maportant that I attend due to concerns expressed by local fishermen that NOAA Fishenes
were apparently rushing to meet the MSA deadlmes and were mmwillmg to consider local

Concems.

As 3 Member of Congress, I supported the passage of the MSA Reauthorization.
Additionally, I felt that the deadlines for ending overfishing reflected a necessary prionty.
Saying that, 1t was my belief and, I suspect that of the other Members, that NOAA Fisheres
would employ its extensive technical and management skills to achieve not only timely, but
also techmically adequate management regimes that were sensitive to the actual situations on
the ground. After attending the CFMC meeting, I am concerned that at least in the Canbbean
Region that is not cccurmng.




